
I-81 Corridor Coalition 

6Th ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM 

Hilton Garden Inn, Blacksburg, VA 

November 14-15, 2019 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

8:00 On-Site Registration and Full Breakfast 

9:00 Welcome  

• Agenda Overview – Andy Alden, Exec. Dir. I-81 Corridor Coalition 

• Statement from U.S. Rep. Ben Cline - Debbie Garrett, District Director 

• Rick Rovegno – Founder, I-81 Corridor Coalition 

9:20 Keynote Address 

• Rob Cary, Chief Deputy Commissioner, VDOT 

10:00 Virginia I-81 Improvements – From Legislation to Implementation 

• Terry Austin, VA State Delegate 

• Ray Smoot, Member VA Commonwealth Transportation Board 

• Dave Covington, I-81 Improvement Plan Implementer, VDOT 

• Ken King, Salem District Engineer – VDOT (Session Facilitator) 

 Morning Break   

11:30 Commercial Operators Perspective/Discussion 

• Dale Bennett, VA Trucking Association 

12:00 Lunch and Presentation - I-81 Closing in Syracuse NY 

• Martin Whitmer – Partner, Whitmer and Worrall 

1:00 Federal Perspective and Regulatory Update/Discussion 

• Craig Feister, FMCSA Virginia 

1:45 Innovations in Traffic Incident Management 

• Todd Leiss, PA Turnpike Commission 

2:15 Afternoon Break 

2:30 Virginia’s Towing and Recovery Incentive Program (TRIP) 

• Scott Kapton, Parsons 

3:00 Automated Driving System Demonstration Grant – Trucking Fleet CONOPS for 

Managing Mixed Fleets 

• Rich Hanowski, Director – Center for Truck and Bus Safety, VTTI  

3:30 VTTI Facilities Tour (transport to VTTI and back provided)  

• Smart Roads Tour (Highway, Surface, and Rural test beds)  

• TORC/Daimler Autonomous tractor-trailer display 

• VTTI autonomous testing vehicle display 

• Wilson Creek Bridge – A tour inside 

5:00 – 

7:00 

Reception – Eastern Divide Brewery (transportation provided, food and drink available)  



Friday, November 15, 2019 

8:00 On-Site Registration and Full Breakfast 

9:00  Welcome and Agenda Overview 

• Andy Alden, Exec. Dir. I-81 Corridor Coalition 

9:15 DriveWyze Systems Connected Vehicle Technologies for Truck Freight 

• Brian Taylor, Director of Sales, Intelligent Imaging Systems 

9:45  Law Enforcement Perspective & Discussion 

• Jonathan Smith, VA State Police 

10:15 Morning Break 

10:35 Maryland Truck Parking Study 

• L’Kiesha Markley, ADC/Freight Planning Coordinator, MDOT Innovative 

Performance Planning Division 

• Donald Ludlow, Vice President, CPCS 

11:00 Tennessee I-81 Corridor Study 

• Michelle Christian, Planning Specialist Advanced TDOT 
11:30 Andy Alden, I-81 Corridor Coalition Update  

(Truck parking, Hazmat Placard alert, Incident management borders, Traffic Management 

sharing, ADS, UAS applications, Appalachian Regional Commission Network 81 update) 

12:00 Lunch & Presentation - UAS applications for incident response  

• Charles Werner, DroneResponders 

1:30 Program End 

  


